2io                 Memoirs of

had clutched at this occasion to seize upon all the corn
in the kingdom, by emissaries they sent about, in order
to sell it at whatever price they wished for the profit
of the King, not forgetting their own. The fact that a
large quantity of corn that the King" had bought, and
that had spoiled upon the Loire, was thrown into the
water in consequence, did not shake this opinion, as
the accident could not be hidden. It is certain that
the price of corn was equal in all the markets of the
realm; that at Paris, commissioners fixed the price by
force, and often obliged the vendors to raise it in
spite of themselves ; that when people cried out,4i I low
long will this scarcity last?*' some commissioners in
a market, close to my house, near Saint (irnuain-des-
Pres, replied openly, 4i As long as you please/" moved
by compassion and indignation, meaning thereby, as
long as the people chose to submit to the regulation,
according to which no corn entered Paris, except on
an order of D'Argenson. D'Argenson was the lieu-
tenant of police. The bakers were treated with the
utmost rigour in order to keep up the price of bread
all over France. In the provinces, officers Bulled in-
tendants did what D'Argenson did at Paris. On all
the markets, the corn that was not sold at the hour
fixed for closing was forcibly carried off; those who,
from pity, sold their corn lower than the fixed rate
were punished with cruelty!

Marechal, the King's surgeon, had the courage and
the probity to tell all these things to the King, and to
state the sinister opinions it gave rise to among all
classes, even the most enlightened The King ap-
peared touched, was not offended with Marechal, but
did nothing.